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Many Ways to Give This
Christmas Season

Gifts are an expression of love. Consider the
ways you may express your love this season.
Here is an illustrative list available in and
through First Presbyterian Church.

Give blood through the Red Cross

Give a gift through the CCAP Christmas
Tree in the Gathering Area

Donate food for CCAP

Fill a laundry hamper with household goods
for CCAP

Help provide clean water through a World
Vision well project

Give children’s books for the library in
Mettu, Ethiopia

Sponsor a child at the Gore Orphanage in
Ethiopia

Volunteer to serve at Winchester Area
Temporary Thermal Shelter (WATTYS)

Give generously to the Laurel Center or
WATTS in worship on Christmas Eve
Participate in the Weekday School’s Baby
Shower for Jesus

Give generously to the Presbyterian Church,
USA'’s Christmas Joy Offering

Volunteer at Highland Church’s food pantry
on Tuesday mornings

Information about alternative gift giving is
available throughout the church building on
numerous bulletin boards. Information is also
available through the church office:
info@firstchurch-winchester.orgy 662-3824.

Merry Christmas and God bless.

Christmas Worship Schedule

Christmas Eve: 4 p.m.
Family service in Fellowship Hall

Christmas Eve: 7 p.m.
Service in Fellowship Hall planned and led
by the high school youth

Christmas Eve: 10 p.m.
Traditional candlelight service of lessons and
carols in sanctuary

Christmas Day: 10 a.m.
One service held in the sanctuary
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Ethiopian Church Leader Visits
First Presbyterian Church

By Ed Pendleton

“Nagaan gooftaa keenya Yesus Kiristos siif haa
ta'uu!” (Greetings to you in the name of our
Lord, Jesus Christ!)

During the week of October 31, Rev. (Kes)
Tariku Tolossa brought us these greetings in his
visits with the Ethiopian Partnership Team, the
Ministry Council, and the ministers, and at our
Wonderful Wednesday meal. Kes Tariku is
president of the lllubabor Bethel Synod (IBS) of
the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus
(EECMY) in Mettu, Ethiopia, and represented
our church-to-church partnerships with the Mettd
and Ketta churches there.

The EECMY is a rapidly growing and vibrant
Christian church in southwestern and central
Ethiopia. Kes Tariku spoke to us about IBS’s
strategic plan, which focuses on education,
economic improvement, and social issues within

the churches, their congregations, and regionally.

Ethiopians are dealing with illiteracy, inflation,
Christian/Muslim relations, AIDS, and

improving the lives of women. Our partnerships
with Mettu and Ketta congregations include
scholarship support for a new minister at Mettu,
financial support for the widows and orphans
funds for the two congregations, and collection
of children's books for the town's library. We are
interested in sending volunteers for ESL training
of high school students next summer (2012) and
supporting a student's education at the Gore,
Ethiopia, orphanage through the iCARE
program.

For more information, conta&id Pendleton
(665-4489¢d.libba@gmail.com

++++++++++++

Sunday, January 1, 2012

Worship: 10:00 a.m. only
Sanctuary

\°ZJ

Kes Tariku Tolossa visited First Church and the
Shenandoah Presbytery in November.

UPDATE—Book and a
Buck: Children's Books for Mettu,
Ethiopia

We have collected 180 books and $128 so far!
Our goal is 1,000 books and $1,000 to be applied
to shipping costs. We will continue to collect

your gently used (or new) books through
December, or as long as donations continue. We
particularly need books suitable for older kids
11-14 years old. A collection box for dollars will
be at the mission kiosk in the gathering area on
Sunday mornings, or you may give your dollars
to the church secretary during the week.
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First Presbyterian Church/
Salvation Army Dinner 2011

By Lynn McCauley

Thanksgiving Day started early at the First
Presbyterian Church with potato peelers and
turkey carvers arriving at 7 a.m. We had 110
turkeys to carve, thanks to the members of our
congregation who volunteered to cook turkeys,
and 500 pounds of potatoes to peel. We used 1(
cases of green beans, 30 pans of stuffing and
double the amount of gravy that we had
prepared. We received 150 plus pie donations
from our members and from the Greek Orthodo
Church and Holiday Inn employees. All totaled,
we served 1,060 meals on Thanksgiving Day of
which 585 were delivered to individuals and
families throughout the Winchester, Frederick
County and Clarke County areas. We were
gratified to serve a record number 475 area
residents at First Church on Thanksgiving Day.

For entertainmengd Touchstoneentertained
everyone on the accordioNan Bryant and

Kaitlin Rusch provided dinner music on the
piano, andPhil Hunter was our DJ for half of

the event. We had more than 200 volunteers on
Thanksgiving Day and another 30 on
Wednesday, November 23 who gave of their
time and energies to make this day special for
our community.

| would like to especially single out those who
made major contributions to the success of the
dinner:Linda McCauley andJessie Curry, our
chief cooksBetty Sue Ungerand her daughter,
Erin, who organized all of the deliveries and
advertisingBob Pierce who set up the lines,
Nancy Richards,who directed the servers;
Ginger Gladding, who decorated the Fellowship
Hall; and member&ary andValera Belcher
andBob andSandy Cleaverfor their
outstanding efforts. We need to also recognize
Pat SnappandJennifer White in our church
office who took hundreds of calls for the event.

We want to thank everyone who made a
monetary contribution to help cover the cost of
the dinner, especially Partlow Insurance Center,

)

which made a major contribution. Your support
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of our efforts is so greatly appreciated. We also
want to thank area business contributors: Costco
for providing 1,000 rolls, Pactive for paper
products, Valley Health HR department, which
donated 105 aluminum pari3ale Barley of RC
Cola for sodasPhil Glaize for apples, Piccadilly
Printing for all placemats, and West Oaks Farm
Market for pumpkins and gourds.

| believe that the people who attended our dinner
and those served in their homes got the message
that their Lord and the First Presbyterian Church
cares about them. We were able to touch the
lives of a number of people on Thanksgiving

Day, both guest and worker alike. May the spirit
of Thanksgiving stay with us and motivate us
throughout the year.

Christmas Joy Offering: Giving
Back to Those Who Have Given So
Much

A cherished Presbyterian tradition since the
1930s, the Christmas Joy Offering is one of the
four special offerings of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A)). Collected this year on Sunday,
December 18, gifts to the annual Christmas Joy
Offering are distributed equally to the Assistance
Program of the Board of Pensions to provide
support to retired and active church workers and
their spouses and families and to the Racial
Ethnic and Women's Ministries of the General
Assembly Mission Council to support student
scholarships at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic
schools and colleges. On Sunday, December 18,
we will collect the Christmas Joy Offering.

Whether providing financial assistance to current
and former church workers and their families or
enabling deserving students to attend
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic colleges and
schools, your generous gifts to the Christmas Joy
Offering will bring Good News of Great Joy to

the poor in circumstance or spirit.
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Alan Morrison Serving as
Commissioned Ruling Elder
(CRE)

Alan Morrison, an elder of First Church, is
serving as a Commissioned Ruling Elder in the
Parish of the Valley of Shenandoah Presbytery.
He is assigned to Second Opequon Church and
Round Hill Chapel.

Alan completed the presbytery’s two-year
Commissioned Ruling Elder school. As a CRE in
the parish, Alan is responsible for preaching,
teaching, pastoral care, and administrative
leadership for Second Opequon and Round Hill.

Alan’s service in First Church has included
elder, chair of the Facilities Council, and teacher
of the McFaden Men’s Bible Class.

Alison Jenkins D’Alessandro
Receives Papal Medal

Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien is proud to
announce that Pope Benedict XVI has granted
Alison Jenkins D’Alessandrothe Benemerenti
(“To a Well Deserving Person”) Medal. The
award was conferred by the archbishop during &
prayer service on November 20 at the Cathedra
of Mary Our Queen at which time papal honors
were conferred upon 24 other members of the Ia
faithful. Prior to Ms. D’Alessandro, the last
recipient in the archdiocese from outside the
Catholic community to receive the award was in
2007.

The Benemerenti medal was created by Pope
Gregory XVIin 1832 and is typically granted to
Catholic men and women who have shown
sustained, uncommon apostolic witness to their
faith. In very rare circumstances, the Pope also
awards it to distinguished persons from other
religious traditions who have served the church
with extraordinary generosity, character and skil
over many years. This high award comes directl
from the Pope.

Alison, who grew up in First Church, is the
daughter oNathan andAnita Jenkins and the
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granddaughter déordon andLouise Nelson
She is director of child and youth protection for
the Archdiocese of Baltimore.

Meeting of the Congregation

A congregational meeting will be held Sunday,
December 4, at 9:35 a.m., in the sanctuary for the
purpose of receiving the report of the officer
nominating committee and electing elders and
trustees.

New Church Directory

If you have missed the signup sheets and the
online appointment deadlines, do not fééou

still have time to signup. Simply call 1-800-866-
2263 and tell the appointment specialist that you
are with First Presbyterian Church located in
Winchester, VA, and they will get you started.
The photographer will be at the church
November 28-30, December 1-3, 8-10, and 19-
20. Each participating family will receive a free
copy of the directory and a $25 Olan Mills credit
to be used for portraits. You are not required to
purchase additional portraits, but certainly may if
you see something you want. If you have any
additional questions please contBetve Rusch

at 868-1777.

Follow First Presbyterian Church on
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Old Stone Gets New Life
By the OIld Stone Team

In 1788, when Old Stone Church was built, it
was the center of Presbyterian life in the town of
Winchester. For the first 50 years of its life, it
maintained that status. At that point, as a
precursor to our modern motto, it started being
used in a mission-oriented way for outreach as a
number of smaller churches, a school, and even
in military support, the church was in continual
use. Approximately 60 years ago, First

Presbyterian Church gained a more active interegt

in its use again, and our congregation completed
restoration of the church for its continued use.
However, 222 years after it was built, it was no
longer being used by any Presbyterians, except
for a rare wedding occasionally. The only church

left standing on what was once known as Church

Hill was no longer even used for that one scenic
throwback Christmas Eve service a year. It
became apparent that this beautiful historic
building was being grossly underutilized by First
Presbyterian Church.

In November 2010, Session authorized the
forming of the Old Stone Task Force. The group
was charged to study and make recommendatior
about how best to use the Old Stone Church
property to further the Church’s mission and in
that process of doing so get it to start paying for
itself. The group met two times per month until
April 2011, when a full 30-page report was
presented to Session. Key to that report were
four recommendations for Session to consider:

ONE: Session should create a standing “Old
Stone Team” to manage Old Stone use and
maintenance. This team should initially
report to the Facilities Council, include
representatives from at least Facilities,
Ministry, and Worship Councils, and have an
assigned pastor liaison.

TWO: Session, via the Old Stone Team,
should continue to pursue short-term rental
uses of Old Stone, including religious and
civil wedding ceremonies, until other longer-
term uses are identified.

S
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THREE: Session, via the Old Stone Team,
should continue to investigate a long-term
lease for the use of Old Stone that provides a
useful service to our community (vis-a-vis

the mission of FPC) and covers the cost of
annual and long-term maintenance, including
modifications.

FOUR: The Task Force recommends that if
no sustaining use(s) for Old Stone is identified
and realized after three years, Session should
consider disposing of the building and
adjacent properties.

Following the completion of the task force’s
work, an Old Stone Team was formed during the
May 2011 Session meeting. The team is dedicated
to carrying out the suggestions put forth by the
task force.

It is a pleasure to announce progress has been
made, not only in a monetary manner, but in
bringing new life and vitality to our beloved,
historic building. A new congregation, Iglesia de
Dios, is now meeting there three times per week,
and Worshiping Without Walls, which has been
using the church for five years, continues to hold
services every Sunday morning. In October,
“Weddings by JudySue and George” came on
board.JudySue Huyette-Kempfand her husband,
George are well known in the Winchester
community. JudySue was instrumental in getting
the Patsy Cline House opened and on the map of
tourists from all over the world. Both of the
Kempfs are licensed as wedding commissioners
by the Commonwealth of Virginia. The majority
of their weddings are small groups of two to six.
Likewise, the George Washington Hotel is
planning to hold weddings at Old Stone, with
receptions held at the hotel.

Having stated the good news, the bad news is
that there is still much work to be done. As with
any old building, there is a certain amount of
ongoing maintenance (whether regular or catch-
up after 200+ years!) that needs to be continued.
Continually adjusting to new circumstances, with
greater use comes more wear and tear and more
heating expense in the winter. Note also that

continued on next page
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continued from previous page

although the church is now being used more, the

income to date has yet to equal the expenses.
Should anyone have further users in mind (that
they can bring in or directly introduce), please
give us your suggestions.

The Old Stone Team currently consistsCbiris
Oldham (chair),Jenny BousquetKris Goff,
Brent Miller , Tom Scully, andBeverley
Simpson with Rich Reifsnyderas ministerial
liaison. You are welcome to contact any of us at
any time if you would like more information. If
you would like to be involved, the team is an
open invitation. Involvement is easy as most
coordination is via email with meetings
averaging a quarterly basis. If you have a talent
with numbers/budgets, you could fill a needed
hole immediately, but all are welcome!

As a group we are very pleased to bring this
update to you in our quest to “bring new life” to
Old Stone. The church is being used more now
than it has in many years, and we’d like to keep
it that way (and hopefully “keep it in the
family”). As such, First Church continues to live
out our (historic) motto, “Serving Christ and
neighbor in Winchester and beyond,” through th
revitalization of Old Stone Presbyterian Church,
where it all began.

Save the Date: Disaster Response
Work Trip

By Dave Thalman

Our next work trip to the Gulf Coast is slated for
February 25-March 3, 2012 Our tenth work

trip from Mountain Valley Mission Community
since Katrina in August 2005 will return to the
New Orleans area. We will work for Project
Homecoming, a ministry of the Presbytery of
South Louisiana and supported by Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance (PDA). There will be a
planning meeting in February. Stayed tuned for
more details. Please IBave Thalmanknow if
you are interested or have questions (540-723-
0433,dthalman@comcast.net

D

Give the Gift of Life

We will be hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive on
Tuesday, December $0from 2 to 7 p.m. in
Loudoun Hall. A signup table will be set UE in
the Gathering Space on Decemtera™ & 18",

/
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Poinsettias & Donations for
Christmas Decorations

If you would like to donate money or a poinsettia
in memory of or in honor of a loved one, please
call Pat Snapp in the church office (662-3824) or
just place your order in the offering plate. The
cost is $8, or you may make a monetary donation
of any amount. All donations will be acknowledged.
The deadline for donations is Friday, December 9.
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Membership Stories and Topics
By The Evangelism Council

In this month’sCalvin Chatter we are starting
what we hope will be a regular column that
focuses on church membership. We're calling
the column “Membership Stories and Topics,” to
highlight our two goals.

The first goal is to enable and encourage
members to tell their stories. Your stories car
take whatever direction you like, using
church membership as a theme or starting
point. Your story can demonstrate the impact
joining First Presbyterian has had on you or
your family; your story can talk about your
reasons for joining, including your doubts
and questions. Your story is just thabur
story.

The second goal of the column is to discuss
membership topics. We may provide some
information about our church’s membership,
our new members, membership in the
denomination (PCUSA) or the larger church.
Your ideas and questions will definitely be
welcomed.

The Evangelism Council is coordinating this
effort to tell our membership stories, and we
hope that you will benefit from reading and
hearing the stories. Also, we hope that you will
contribute your stories, thoughts, suggestions,
and questions. For information, please contact g
member of the Evangelism Council; we Bieth
Kane, Dawn Snow andJohn Fisher.

As the first installment of our column, we are
publishing the Minute for Mission th&andy
Cleaver gave at all four of our worship services
on October 9. Sandy told her story as part of this
year’s Stewardship campaign with the theme,
“Touching Lives Every Day.” Her topic was
“Caring for Our Members.”

Caring for Our Members

| have been a church-goer all my life. As a
youngster | occupied a church pew every Sunda
with my brother and sister and my mother, who
had us don our Sunday best and who wasn’t
hesitant about using her Sunday handkerchief

y
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moistened with saliva to remove missed dirt on
hands and faces. Literally, we were spit shined!
At that early age | learned that the church could
be very instrumental in caring for its members.
As an adult, then, it was tremendously important
for me to find a church family with a caring
philosophy.

For the past 25+ years | have directly
experienced the care that First Presbyterian has
for its members. Even though | am a Stephen
Minister and Stephen Leader and am usually in
the role of caregiver, a few years ago | was also a
care receiver as the result of a very difficult
situation in my life. My Stephen Minister was

the perfect example of the love of God at a time
when | needed it most.

Again, some years agBR— “before Rich,” one

of our interim pastors delivered a sermon about
spiritual gifts. One of the caring examples that he
used was that of the card ministry—taking the
time to send a beautiful card—yes, by snalil
mail—to someone who could use a boost.

This past summer when my brother became ill
and died, | received periodic cards from First
Presbyterian members. Being on the receiving
end of a card ministry helped to sustain my faith
and helped to get me through a very tough time.

Please prayerfully consider your pledge of time,
talent, and treasure to our church. | support First
Presbyterian through all three by making an
annual stewardship commitment because of the
ways that our congregation touches countless
lives and me personally.

Artisan Faire Il

Preliminary results from the Artisan Faire held
November 19 & 20 indicate that $8,382 was
raised for the building fund. The three faires
combined have raised nearly $25,000 toward the
principal of the building debt. Thanksltdbba
Pendletonand all who participated by making
crafts, baking goodies, providing silent auction
items and shopping!



Weekday School Update

By Courtney Warner

peerion Wee, November was a busy month at the Weekday School!
We kicked off the month with a Chick-Fil-A Spirit
Night and were happy to see so many WDS and
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- — church families at dinner that evening. It was a
4 time of good food and fellowship, and we raised
u v ~money for our school! Thanks to everyone who
= ' attended.

On November 17th and T8we hosted our annual
Grandparents' Day and Book Fair. Grandparents edjwigiting
the classrooms and shopping for books in Loudouh Har the
past several years, the Winchester Book Galleryphaaded books
for the Book Fair. We are very thankful for theantinued
involvement with the WDS.

December is now upon us, and we are looking foruaittie
Christmas programs and baby showers for Jesus cenieer 15th
and 16th. The Christmas program is always a specait—it's a
treat to see the children dressed in their hollalzst as they perform
Christmas songs for the WDS family.

From the WDS family to your family, we wish you aely
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

The Reifsnyder and Warner families enjoy their smaakhe Chick-
Fil-A Spirit night.
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Music Notes!

Our 12" annual Children’s Christmas Musical
Dinner Theater i&riday, Dec. 9 Dinner will be
served from 6:00 — 6:30, and the musical will be
at 7:00. This year the Carol Choir will present
The Case of the Reluctant Innkeepe&dur

dinner menu will be salad, spaghetti, bread,
beverage, and dessert.

There is no charge for the dinner or the musical.
Contributions are welcome, all of which will go
to the children’s choirs’ activities.

The Case of the Reluctant Innkeepeiill be
presented a second time on Sunday morning,
December 11, in Fellowship Hall at the Sunday
School hour. The younger children’s choirs will
also sing at this time.

Tapestry of Light, A Celtic Christmas
Celebrationby Joseph M. Martin is being
presented by our Chancel Choir,
instrumentalists, and soloists through Advent an
on Christmas Eve. One selection will be
presented on each of the first three Sundays in
Advent. On the fourth Sunday, December 18,
much of the service will be from this work,
accompanied by a “Celtic Consort” comprised of
flute, violin, cello, percussion, and piano.

All of the selections are based on carols and
melodies from Scotland, Ireland, England, and
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Wales; some anthems are based on only one

melody, but several blend as many as five or six
into one piece of music. Many of these melodies
are quite familiarl Saw Three Ships, the Sussex
Carol, Greensleeves, Scar- borough Fair,
Brother James’Air, The Holly and the lvy,
Londonderry Air, Ash Grove, the Wassail Song,
and many others. Worship with us and enjoy.
Christmas Eves service at 10:00 p.m. will be
preceded by a feast of sacred Advent and
Christmas music starting at 9:30. During the pre-
service music and the music that is part of the
service itself, organ, piano, guitar, solo, and
choir will all join to celebrate the eve of our
Saviour’s birth.

+H++t b+

Welcome Newest Members
Frank and Beth Aliveto
Aaron and Lindsay Caldwell
Warren Greene
Janet Hrobak
Sue Lam
Sharon Luzadder
Bill and Elda Meiers
Joe Torre

John and Jennifer Volkmann
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Births
Nov 14  Blythe Evangeline, daughter of April & JoWfllingham
Nov 25  Anne Walker, daughter of Trice & Jeff Cesnik

In Memoriam, with Christian sympathy to the families
Oct 28 Genevieve Stimmel
Nov 10  Areva Burr, mother of Linda Swiger
Nov 27  Nancy Butler, mother of Stuart Butler

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!

DEADLINE FOR THE January is December 12.
Send submissions toalvin.chatter@verizon.net
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